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Listening Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students
Text 
ATLANTIS
Atlantis was an island that existed many thousands of years ago but no one knows where it was or even if it really existed.

Many people believe that Atlantis was the start of all civilizations, because the founders of Atlantis were half god and half human. Those people were clever and had a great culture. They created an advanced civilization and became a great naval power. The island contained gold, silver, and other precious metals. Numerous exotic plants and animals lived there. 
Atlantis was first described by the Greek philosopher Plato in about 400 BC. He believed that it was destroyed over 9000 years before by a volcano and it was buried under the sea. Many people since Plato have argued that some of the people who lived on Atlantis escaped and went west – and there founded some of the great civilizations of South America, such as the Mayas and the Incas. 

There have been many guesses about the location of Atlantis. Some say it was in the Atlantic Ocean, where the Azores Islands are now, and that these islands are the mountain tops of the old Atlantis. Others say it was the island of Santorini in the Mediterranean, which was destroyed by a volcano in 1400 BC. More recently, divers have discovered buildings under the sea near the Bahamas, which they believe were made by people.

No one has solved the mystery of Atlantis, and we probably never will 
solve it.

Listening Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students

Remember: you are NOT allowed to take notes at ANY time when the text is being read to you.

Decide whether these statements are true or false:

1. The scientists are not sure Atlantis was a real island.



2. The people of Atlantis were intelligent.




3. According to the text the people of Atlantis represented space civilizations.

4. They were good sailors.

5. The island was very rich because of the natural resources.

6. Plato wrote about Atlantis 9000 years ago.


7. 
Plato believed Atlantis had been destroyed by a hurricane.
8. Some people from Atlantis could reach South America.


9. There are many theories about where Atlantis was.
10. The mystery of Atlantis has been solved recently.

Reading Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students

Text 1
Read through the text. Decide if each of the 5 statements is true or false and mark one.
As the holiday season approaches it seems sensible to remind holiday makers of the dangers of taking too many risks with the sun and the sea. 

A hotel manager says, “Holiday visitors! Sometimes they are stupid! They go straight to the beach on their first day and lie in the sun too long. Then they are miserable because they have to stay inside for a few days. Why don't people listen to the advice? It is extremely important to be careful with the sun during the first few days of your holiday. It is better to sunbathe for just half an hour during the first few days and then increase the amount of time daily. 

And it is stupid to go to the beach in the middle of the day, when the sun is very hot. The morning is better – or late afternoon. 

People take risk with the sea, too. Many people swim immediately after a heavy lunch. This can be dangerous because you can get cramp in your legs and arms and drown. 

It is also unwise to take passports, travel documents and tickets with you when you go shopping or sightseeing. It is much better to put all your valuables in the hotel safe. This is what I always tell my guests. It is better to be safe than sorry!” 

1. Most tourists are intelligent and wise.

2. People often spoil their holiday because they lie in the sun too long.

3. Midday is the best time to go to the beach.

4. It is dangerous to go swimming after a big meal.

5. You should take special care of your passport, plane tickets and other personal documents.

Text 2

Read through the text and choose one answer for each question. Mark the correct letter A, B or C.
FRUITIBIX

Do you want to be slim? Do you worry about your family health? 
Then you should try Fruitibix, the new healthy fruit and nut biscuit. Fruitibix tastes wonderful, but it contains less sugar than most other biscuits. Each biscuit contains dried fruit and nuts, including apples, coconut and banana. 
Sometimes you feel like eating something between meals. Now, instead of having a chocolate bar, bite into a Fruitibix. It won’t make you fat and it will keep you healthy. 
At lunchtime, instead of chips or hamburgers, have a Fruitibix. It contains all the essential foods for a well-balanced meal. And if you are in a hurry, and you don’t have time for a proper meal, Fruitibix will give you the energy to keep going. 
So whenever your children ask for something sweet, give them Fruitibix instead of cakes or chocolate. They will love the taste and it won’t harm their teeth. 
1. This is from... 
A a letter. 

B a magazine article. 

C an advertisement. 
2. The writer wants to... 
A persuade people to buy the product. 

B explain why people use the product. 

C compare this product with other sorts of food. 
3. Why should people eat Fruitibix instead of chocolate? 
A Fruitibix tastes better than chocolate. 

B Fruitibix is healthier and less fattening than chocolate. 

C Fruitibix contains more fat than chocolate. 
4. Why does the writer say that Fruitibix is useful when you are in a hurry? 
A You don’t need to cook it. 

B You can buy Fruitibix everywhere. 

C It’s as good as a proper meal. 
5. Which of these people ought to buy Fruitibix? 
A Mrs Brown is looking for something special to serve for dessert at a dinner party she is giving for her boss and his wife.

B Mr Green wants something to take with him to the office. He is going to be very busy tomorrow, and he thinks he might not have time for lunch. 

C Mr Taylor is going on a fishing trip and he wants to take something to eat with him. Some kind of fruit, like bananas, might make him feel sick, but he enjoys salty food.

Text 3
Read through the text and choose one answer for each question. Mark the correct letter A, B, C or D.
Sequoyah was a young Cherokee Indian, son of a white trader and an Indian woman. At an early age, he became fascinated by “the talking leaf,” an expression that he used to describe the white man’s written records. Although many believed this “talking leaf” to be a gift from the Great Spirit, Sequoyah refused to accept that theory. Like other Indians of the period, he was illiterate, but his determination to remedy the situation led to the invention of a unique 86-character alphabet based on the sound patterns that he heard. 
His family and friends thought him mad, but while recuperating from a hunting accident, he diligently and independently set out to create a form of communication for his own people as well as for other Indians. In 1921, after twelve years of work, he had successfully developed a written language that would enable thousands of Indians to read and write. 
Sequoyah’s desire to preserve words and events for later generations has caused him to be remembered among the important inventors. The giant redwood trees of California, called “sequoias” in his honour, will further imprint his name in history.
1. How did Sequoyah’s family react to his idea of developing his own “talking leaf”? 
A They arranged for his hunting accident. 
B They thought he was crazy. 
C They decided to help him. 
D They asked him to teach them to read and write. 
2. What prompted Sequoyah to develop his alphabet? 
A People were writing things about him that he could not read. 
B He wanted to become famous. 
C After his hunting accident he needed something to keep him busy. 
D He wanted the history of his people preserved for future generations. 
3. The word illiterate in the text means most nearly? 
A mad 
B poor 
C unable to read or write 
D stubborn 
4. How would you describe Sequoyah? 
A mad 
B determined 
C meek 
D awkward 

5. Which of the following is NOT true? 
A Sequoyah developed a form of writing with the help of the Cherokee tribe. 
B Sequoyah was a very observant young man. 
C Sequoyah spent twelve years developing his alphabet 
D Sequoyah was honoured by having some trees named after him.

Writing Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students

Choose one of the three suggested topics and comment on it.

1. Imagine you have been reading a blog where people write about their favourite forms of entertainment (shows, films, songs, books, etc.), and why they like them. Write what your favourite children’s film is about and why you like it.
2. Imagine your English friend, Jane, has just found a kitten. Send her an email message advising her on how to take care of her pet. Do NOT use your real name.
3. An international pupils’ magazine is organizing an annual writing contest and you have decided to participate. Write your text for the contest entitled “My dream city”, describing your ideal city.
